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John Robbe. 


Caleb Worley. 


The Secretary for the Department of War, to 
whom were referred the Petitions herein enumerated, with inferuc- 
tions to examine the fame, and report his opinion thereon, re[pectfully 


R E P O88 oes, 


HAT John Robbe ftates, that he was a fergeant in the late 
war, and wounded at Bennington, in Auguft 1777, by two 
balls, by which he was incapacitated from labor, and that he was 
placed on the invalids of New-Hamphhire, at a rate inferior to his 
difability, and that he was ftruck off faid lift, in the year 1780, be- 
caufe he was able to attend the committee, appointed to examine 
the invalids. \ 
That he applied to the circuit court of the United States, to be 
re-placed upon the lift, but the court refufed to aét under the law. » 
It appears by the original return from New-Hamphhire, on file in 
this office, that the petitioner’s penfion ceafed the aif of July, 
1786, he having been reported as dead. 
But as the evidence which accompany the petition abundantly 
prove his being alive, and alfo of the continuance of his difability, 


it would feem but juftice that he fhould be re-placed upon the lift., 


It appears from the before recited lift, that the petitioner had re- 
ceived his penfion at different rates. The firft being at three dol- 


lars and one third of a dollar per month; and the laft at two dol-) 
lars and an half. ‘The latter muft be {uppofed to have arifen from. - 


actual infpection, and would therefore feem to be the rate at what 
he ought to be re-placed upon the lift. 

Caleb Worlcy flates, that agreeably to the laws of Virginia, he 
was called out to march as a lieutenant in the expedition under bri- 
gadier-general Harmar, that in the a€tion which took place with the 
Indians on the 23d of Oétober, 1790, he had his leg thattered with 
a ball, which has prevented his walking without crutches ever fince. 
That he has applied to the Secretary of War, to be placed upon the 
penfion lift, but was informed that no law exifted, to place thofe 
wounded on the penfion lift. He therefore prays relief. 

The facts fet forth by the petitioner, as to his wound, are proved 
by indifputable evidence, and that he was rendered a cripple for 
life. 

The principles of equity, therefore, would feem to dictate, that 
he fhould be placed upon the penfion lift, at the rate of eleven dol- 
lars per month, being the half pay of a lieutenant, at the time the 
petitioner was wounded. 

All which is humbly fubmitted to the Houfe of Reprefentatives. 
H. KN O X, 
f Secretary of War. 

War DeparTMENT, 
a2th March, 1794 
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The Secretary for the Department of War, to 
whom was referred the Petition of Peter PERRIT, refpeGfully 
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aes, the petitioner, whofe cafe was ftated generally in the Peter Perrit. 


Teport hereunto annexed, again comes forward with a new 
petition, claiming further compenfation. 

It is to be underftood, that the petitioner has had, not only all 
the allowances made in purfuance of feveral a@s of Congrefs, to 
officers of his defcription, generally, but that his cafe was parti- 
cularly confidered, and decided upon, by the United States in 
Congrefs affembled, on the 6th day of May, 1784, who pafled a 
fpecial refolve in his favor. 

A decifion, made fo folemnly, would appear entitled to be con- 
fidered as a final act, and to preclude all future conftruétive rea- 
foning, upon the refolves of Congrels, relative to the petitioner’s 
cafe. 

He however, {till perfeveres, apparently under the expedtation, 
that having notified the executive of Connecticut of his readinefs 
to enter the fervice, after his exchange, as a prifoner, in purfu- 
ance of the refolves of Congrefs, of the 24th of November, 1778, 
that he was virtually continued in fervice, until the half-pay for 
life was ftipulated, in October, 1780, and therefore that the com- 
mutation of it ought to be paid him. 

But it is conceived, that the following refolve of Congres, re- 
pealed the faid a of the 24th of November, 1778, fo far as to 
preclude all officers, not then arranged in any of the regiments, 
from any claims for the half-pay for life, ftipulated in Oober, 
1780, to wit: 

*¢ SATURDAY, May 22, 1779. 


“* Refolved, That all continental officers, who are or may be 
exchanged, and not continued in the fervice, be, after fuch ex- 
*“* change, confidered as {upernumerary offtcers, and entitled 
“ to the pay provided by a refolution of Congrefs, of the 24th of 
*< November laft.”? 

And this, in fa&, appears to have been the implied conftru€tion 
of the petitioner himfelf, as he did, on the 27th of March, 1784, 


66 


receive the gratuity of one year’s pay, granted to the officers de- 
ranged by virtue of the refolves of Congrefs, of the 29th Novem- 


ber, 1779. 
The fubfcriber therefore, upon reviewing the cafe of the petiti- 
oner, conceives, that he has no further well grounded claim upon 


the United States, confiftently with the principles which have go- 
verned in the fettlement of the late army. 


All which is humbly fubmitted to the Eoufe of Reprefentatives. 
H. KNOX, 


Secretary of War. 
‘War Deparrment, 


12th March, 1794, 
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The Report of the Secretary for the Department of War, on the Peti- 
tion of Peter Perrit, to the Houfe of Reprefentatives of the United 
States, dated February 8th, 1793. . 


“; THAT Peter Perrit ftates,-ihat in the year 1776, he was a 
captain in the Conneéticut line of the late army—that he was 
“<< ftationed at ‘Fort Wafhington, where he was made a prifoner 
‘* by the enemy—that a few days before his capture, he was re- 
‘¢ appointed a captain in one of the eight battalions raifed by that 
‘¢ {tate—that he was exchanged the 18th September, 1778—that 
<¢ as foon as he arrived within the American lines, he gave notice 
“‘ to the fupreme executive of the ftate, of his with to .re-enter 
“ fervice—that he immediately repaired to the army, and gave 
<< notice to the commanding officer of the Connecticut line, of his 
“ fituation, and of his readinefs to take his place in the line— 
‘© that he remained in this fituation, without accepting of any civil 
‘¢ appointment, or engaging in any other bufinefs, until peace 
“© took place, with a conftant expectation of being called into 
«¢ fervice, but_never was called upon. 

‘© The petitioner has been fettled with, conformably to the ac& 
‘<< of the 24th of November, 1778, the 22d May, 1779, the 26th 
“ May, 1781, and the 11th day of February, 1784. The laft 
“© was a fpecial aét in his favor, and feems to comprehend all that 
«< the petitioner is entitled to, upon general principles.” 
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The foregoing is a true Copy from the Records of the War-Office. 
Jno: Stace, sunr. Chf. Clk. 


| 
| 
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The Sncretary for the Department of War, 
to whom were referred the petitions herein enumerated, with injiruc- 
tions to examine the fame, and report his opinion thereon, refpectfully 
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Samuel Yorke. AMUEL YOREE ftates, that he was a lieutenant on board 
the armed floop Sachem, “belonging to the United States: 
That in 1777 he was taken prifoner and carried into New-York, 
and that by reafons of hardthips fet forth in his petition, he has 
ever fince been greatly debilitated. ‘ 

The certificates accompanying the petition, fupport the purport 
thereof; but as the petitioner’s debility was not the effect of 
“¢ known wounds” required by the act to:regulate claims to in- 
valid penfions, the evidence was not taken in the manner required 
by the faid act. 

It appears that the petitioner refigned his commiffion in the fer- 
vice of the United States, on the sth of July, 1779. From that 
time, until the 11th of December, 1788, a period elapfed of up- 
wards of nine years, in which he might have made his claim, 
which if well founded, would probably have been admitted. But 
being deferred until this ‘time, it becomes exceedingly doubtful 
-whether his cafe is of fuch a nature as to require a particular law 

in his favor. 
Ix c Surrage. Ifaac Surrage ftates, that being a foldier during the late war, was 
ruptured, which difables him from hard labour. If the petitioner 
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can fubftantiate his claim, it is conceived that his cafe is compre- 
hended in the act to regulate claims to invalid penfions. 

William Brooks and others, invalid penfioners in the city of William Broeks 
Philadelphia, pray that they may be paid every three, inftead of ™4 othe 
every fix months. 

Were the times of payment to be multiplied to four, inftead of 
being two annually, the expence would alfo be confiderably en- 
creafed, without any great benefit to the petitioners. 

David Turner ftates, that in the year 1776, being a foldier in David Turner. 
Golonel Miles’s regiment, for want of a fufficiency of clothing, 
he caught a cold, which fell into his leg, and has incapacitated 
him for labour. 

The evidence accompanying the petition would feem to prove 
the fads; but the exceeding great length of time of upwards of 
feventeen years having elapfed, and the conftant exiftence of relief 
during the greater part of that time, renders it doubtful whether 
the petitioner is entitled to a fpecial law in his favour. 

William Shepherd ftates, that he was drafted in the year 177.4, william shep- 
by orders of Lord Dunmore, then Governor of Virginia, to go herd. 
again{t the Indians—That in the fame year he was wounded and 
has been ever fince difabled: That in confequence of his wound, 
he was placed upon the penfion lift of Virginia, at the rate of 
twenty five dollars per annum, which he received until the year 
1789, fince which time the petitioner has been refufed payment. 

‘Tf it fhall be the judgment of Congrefs, that the petitioner is e- 
quitably entitled to be confidered as belonging to the nation, the 
cafe would require a fpecial law. 

The certificates accompanying the petition may probably be 
fully authenticated. 

Abner Gage, of New-Hamphhire, ftates, that in confequence of Abner Gage. 
wounds received in 1775, that he was allowed a penfion of twenty 


‘fhillings per month, which inthe year 1786, he fuggefts was re- 


duced by mifinformation or other caufes, to nine fhillings per 


-month. 


It is conceived that the United States cannot with propriety add 


-or alter the rates of penfion, which the refpeCtive ftates had affixed, 


prior to the 4th of March, 1789. A fingle inftance of fuch an ad- 
dition, would involve claims from all the invalids receiving a lefs 
fum than that for the higheft difability. 
George Vaughan ftates, that he ferved in the late army, as a GeorgeVaughan 
private and non-commiffioned officer, and in the year 1778 asa 
waggon conductor, and that in 1777, he hurt his leg againft a 
ftump, and that it has now greatly difabled him. 
This petition is deftitute of the requifite proof to fupport the 
fact of the petitioner’s being injured in the manner alledged while 
a foldier, and of courfe his cafe does not feem to be entitled to a 
fpecial provifion. ; 
John Loehman flates, that he was a furgeon in the hofpital John Lochmas. 
for the fouthern department, and-+that he is now in Philadelphia, 
in great poverty and diftrefs. That he has loft the ufe of his 
limbs from the colds and hardfhips while a prifoner with the Bri- 
tifh. That he flattered himfelf with the hope of a penfion, but 
cannot obtain it under the prefent at, as wounds are afligned as 
the only caufe of a penfion. 


SY, 


That’ the petitioner is deplorably infirm and pcor, will not be 
doubted by any who have had the opportunity of knowing him. 
But whether his infirmities are owing to his fervices in the army, 
cannot be afcertained. Could he preve the affirmative, he would 
be entitled to the benefit of a fpecial act, if ever fuch fhould be 
pafled by Congrefs, in favor of invalids ; but at prefent it is as dif- 
ficult to fuggeft with propriety any relief, as it would be to find an 
object more in need of it. 

John Carey. John Carey {ftates, that he was a foldier in the fervice of the 
United States, in the year 1792. That being on guard at Pittfburg, 
in arainy night, and on uneven ground, he flipped and fell, and 
that in endeavouring to recover himfelf by laying hold of his ba- 
yonet, his mufket went off, and the ball therein contained, paffed 
through his right arm, in fuch a manner as to render him unable 
to gain his livelihood by labour ; and he therefore prays relief. 

Were the facts proved as ftated by the petitioner, he would cer- 
tainly have been placed on the penfion lift of the United States, 
according to law. But it being entirely otherwife, his application 
has been refufed. 

His difcharge, figned by Major General Wayne, has the follow- 

‘ ing extraordinary alpect. 
** By his Excellency Anthony Wayne, Efquire, Major General 
<* and commander in chief of the Legion of the United States. 

*< Thefe are to certify, that the bearer hereof, John Carey, fol- 
dier in the fecond fub-legion, has ferved in the above faid legion, 
and late Captain Mills’ company, for the {pace of 
and is for the reafon below mentioned, difcharged from the faid 
legion, he having received his pay, arrears of pay, clothing of all 
forts, and all other juft demands, from the time of his inlifting in 
the faid legion to this day of his difcharge, as appears. by the fol- 
lowing receipt ; he is di/charged, having {hot himfelf, in all probability 
with a view of difabling him/elf. 

“* And to prevent any ill ufe that may be made of his difcharge, 
by its falling into the hands of any other perfon whatfoever, here 
follows the defcription of the above faid John Carey, a private fol- 
dier—is aged twenty-three years, five feet eleven inches high, fair. 
complexion, black hair, grey eyes, born in the county of Water- 
ford, in old Ireland, by trade a weaver. 

** Given under my hand and feal, at Legionville, in the ftate 
of Pennfylvania, this twenty-third day of April, 1793. 
“ ANTHONY WAYNE.” 


Under, therefore, the circumftances of the cafe, it would have a 
pernicious tendency to grant the penfion requefted, notwithftand- 
ing the difability of the petitioner is abundantly apparent. ; 

Captain Lieu. Captain Lieutenant Beaulieu, was a brave officer in the legion of 
a Beau the late Count Pulafki, and was wounded in the fervice of the Uni- 
ted States fourteen times, fome of which were fevere indeed, and 

will greatly incommode him through life. — | 
The diforders in France have induced him to repair to this coun- 
try, for the liberties of which he has facrificed his blood, been de- 
prived of the fight of one of his eyes, and has loft the ufe of one 
of his arms. . .. 
The Congrefs on the 5th of Auguift, 1782, impreffed with a fenfe 
of his fervices, pafled arefolve, granting him an hundred dollars 
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for life. Ata fubfequent period, his accounts of fervice were ad- 
jufted, and he allowed the half-pay of a lieutenant for life, which 
with the intereft of his arrears of pay, he has hitherto received in 
fpecie. But it ought alfo to be obferved, that his late fituation 
compelled him to alienate part of the evidences of his debt, under 
circumftances exceedingly unfavorable to him. 

Hence it will appear, that the petitioner has received his half-pay 
for life, in addition to his annual penfion of one hundred dollars. 

The queftion which arifes on this {tatement, is fimply, whether 
the peculiar fituation of the petitioner is fuch, as to induce the 
United States to add to his penfion, which already, under the cir- 
cumftances ftated, is an extra reward, beyond what is enjoyed by 
any American officer, for wounds of the higheft difability ? For 
all American officers are compelled to return their commutation, 
before they can receive a penfion as an invalid. | 

In anfwer to this, the fubfcriber is conftrained to fay, that how- | | 


ever great the merit of the petitioner may be, yet it is extremely 
difficult, if not utterly impra€ticable, under the circumftances of 
the cafe to make any addition to the petitioner’s annual penfion. 
All which is humbly fubmitted to the Houfe of Reprefentatives. 
H. KNO 


Secretary of War. 
War DEPARTMENT, 
14th March, 1794: 


The Secretary for the Department of War, to 
whom were referred the Petitions herein enumerated, with inftruc- 
tions to examine the fame, and report his opinion thereon, refoecifully 
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Ai Pleas: Catherine Myler ftates, that her hufband was a foldier Catherine My- 

in the flying camp, in the year 1776, and was taken a pri- 

foner at Fort Wathington, and died in captivity about one month 

afterwards ; that fhe is ftill a widow, has feven children, and is 

very poor. This claim is confidered as a militia claim, barred by 

the refolves of limitation, and not embraced by the law of the 27th 

of March, 1792. The amount of the claim, were it unfettered 

by the refolves of limitation, would not exceed one or two months 

pay; but the petitioner, probably, has indulged the hope, arifing 

from mifinformation, of obtaining a penfion of feven years, which 

was never ftipulated by Congrefs to the widows of foldiers. 
That John and Mary Moore, adminiftrators of John Cole, the tee ra 

fon of Mary Moore, pray for arrears of wages which may be due ai 

their faid fon, who was a foldier in the Pennfylvania line. ‘The 

faid John Cole left the fervice without leave, and having been con- 

fidered as a deferter, was not paid conformably to the rules in 

fimilar cafes; which rule, it would, in the opinion of the fub- 

{criber, be inexpedient to relax in this cafe. 

| Elifha Rice ftates, that he was a foldier in the late war, and Elitha Rice. 

that he loft clothing in feveral actions, and was wounded and 

taken prifoner, and therefore he prays for arrears of clothing and 

rations. This claim is barred by the refolves of limitation. he 
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‘petitioner is compenfated for his wounds, by being placed on the 
penfion lift of the United States. 

‘SamuelSafford, Samuel Safford, Gideon Brownfon, and Thomas Tolman, off- 

per. cers in the late war, of a regiment commanded by colonel War- 

mas Tolman. ner, and agents for the fettlement of the accounts of the faid regi- 
roent, ftate, - 

That the faid regiment never received its dues from the public, 
for its fervices during the late war, particularly for the arrears of 
clothing. ; 

That the reafons why the fettlement has not been before made, 
was the lofs of the accounts of the regiment, by the enemy, at 
the taking of Fort George, in the year 1780. 

That the memorialifts, after making one attempt, in 1785, and 
failing, have fince availed themfelves of better documents, and 
folicit a fettlement. 

It is pofible, that fome hardfhips may be fuftained by thofe faid 
to be reprefented by the petitioners. If they can prove any per- 
fonal fervices uncompenfated, the laws will allow them ; but the 
refolves barring claims for clothing, or arrears of rations, oppofe 
any allowances for thofe objects ; and the faid refolves have ope- 
rated too extenfively, to admit of relaxation at this time, without 
incurring great public inconveniences and ‘injuries. 

ex Vidor. Felix Victor ftates, that he was an enfign in general Hazen’s re- 
giment, and was in fuch fervice to the end of the war, and that he 
-has not received his commutation of half-pay. 

If the petitioner can prove the facts he ftates, he will probably 
be entitled to the commutation upon general principles ; but the 
proof mutt be different from that which accompanies the petition. 
In the return of ‘Hazen’s regiment, for March, 1781, the peti- 
tioner is returned fick, and is not to be‘found upon the rolls of 
that regiment, after the firft of Auguft, 1781. It will be incum- 

bent, therefore, on him, to bring evidence to fubftantiate his 
-claim, which, if done, any act of Congrefs would be unneceflary. 

Eliphalet Eliphalet Thorp, late a captain in the Maffachuletts line, prays 

AST for certain arrears of fubfiftence and rations, :which he alledges to 
have been-due him, in confequence of the circumftances which: 
_are ftated in his petition. 

This claim is barred by the acts of limitation. . 

Peter Haas. Peter Haas ftates, that he was a corporalin the 2d Pennfylvania 
regiment, in the expedition in the year 1776, and that certain ar- 
rears are due to him. It is conceived, that the a@ of the 27th 
March, 1792, will admit of his receiving any fums which he can 
prove due to him, without any {pecial act-of Congrefs. _ 

Thomas Kin-  ‘Lhomas Kincade petitions for the arrears of pay due Samuel 

rare. Young, who was his fervant, and ran away from him, and inlifted 
‘in the fervice of the United States, from which he alfo deferted, 
and thereby forfeited any pay which was due. The propriety of 
the principle, of deferters forfeiting their arrears, is unqueftiona- 
ble, and ought not to be relinquifhed. 

‘ThomasKelly. ~‘Thomas Kelly ftates, that being a foldier in colonel Hazen’s re- 
giment, he was captured, in 1781 or 1782, in the Chefapeake, 
and carried into New-York, and that he has not received any 
compenfation fer his fervices. 

Whether the petitioner has any well founded claim, is uncer- 
tain, notwith{tanding confiderable fearch has been made upon the 

fubject. Tf, however, he can prove any military fervices, for 
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which he has net been paid, the fame will be allowed under the IEW: Raptenyeticaies fenece 
-act of the 27th March, i792. 5 ee Rees 

Philip Clamberg, and others, ftate, that they were officers and Philip Clam- Pete 
foldiers in De Haas’s regiment, and ferved in Canada, in the bas%others. 
years 1775 and 1776, and that they have certain arrears due 
‘them, for pay, clothing, arms, accoutrements, and rations. If 
the petitioners could prove, which is highly queftionable, that the | 
United States were indebted to them for arrears of pay, it is con- 
ceived, that the act of the 27th of March, 1792, would allow a 
“payment; but the claims for clothing, arms, accoutrements, and a ae 
‘rations, are barred by the refolves of limitation. Tal) BBS 2 nee 

‘It ‘appears, upon inquiry, that in 1777, Meafe and Caldwell, . i ie Sees var 
‘clothiers, paid the balance due the regiment, to colonel De Haas, i } ere as Fae 
and the account of the regiment, on that head, clofed. This mo- | | 
‘ney was probably advanced to the captains of the regiment, to 
whom the-petitioners fhould apply for any arrears. i reece, 

John Staples ftates, that he was a ferjeant in captain William John Staples. . ES Hae 
‘Brown’s company of artillery, and that his faid captain, without La : 73 
authority, drew certain) certificates, which the petitioner cannot 
‘Tecover. 

It appears, that the certificates in queftion were iffued by an 
officer under the authority of the ftate of Maryland, they being 
for depreciation of pay up to the firft of Auguft, 1780, when the 
petitioner was difcharged. 

_ The amount of the certificates have probably been charged to 
‘the United States—It would appear, therefore, that if captain 
Brown could not be compelled to refund the certificates, and that 
they were iffued by the officer of Maryland, without proper autho- 
‘rity, that the petitioner ought to make his application to the ftate 
for redrefs, inftead of the United States. It would be attended 
‘with great difficulties, for the United States to attempt to relieve 
‘the petitioner. 

Daniel Waters ftates, that he was captain in the navy of the DanietWraters. 
United States, and that during the years 1780, 1781, 1782, and 
1783, he attended to the calls of the navy-board, for which he 
was entitled to a juft compenfation, which he has not received. 

It appears, from the treafury department, that on the 2d of i} 
Auguit, 1787, the account of the petitioner was adjufted, and he f 
allowed pay until the 25th of January, 1780, and alfo pay for 
fuch time after that date, as he could prove that he was called to 
fit upon courts martial. ‘he balance paid him, amounted to 
2,255.=% dollars. It is not perceived, from any information con- 
tained in the papers, that the petitioner has produced any further 
accounts. If {uch fhould be prefented to the treafury, the officers 
will, of courfe, report their opinion thereon, if compatible with 
the act of the 23d of March, 1792. 

William Mathews ftates, that he was a clerk to a commiflary of William Mz. 
| purchafes in Georgia, from the firft of March, 17775: fo the frit ews: 
of January, 1778. 

That on the third of January, 1778, he was appointed a com- 
miflary of mufters for the Georgia line, and that he continued in 
that fervice until Savannah was taken, when he was made a pri- 
foner, and remained fuch until September, 1783, and that for his 
faid fervices, he has not received any compenfation. 
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If the petitioner did not receive pay, while a clerk to the com- 
miflary, in the year 1777, he is now precluded from any adjuft- 
ment of his accounts, by the refolve of Congrefs of the 23d of 
July, 1787. . 

It is however conceived, that for fuch per/onal fervices as he can 
prove to have been performed, as a commiffary of mufters, may 
be allowed at the proper offices, in purfuance of the act pafled the 
27th of March, 1792, intituled, “* An Act providing for the fet- 
tlement of the claims of perfons under particular circumftances, 
barred by the limitations heretofore eftablifhed ;” but the proof 
accompanying the petition, will not be confidered as fufficient to 
eftablifh the claim. | 

Stebbens Wil- Stebbens Wilfon, and others, ftate, that they were taken pri- 
ar foners by general Carleton, on Lake Champlain, in 1776, and li- 
berated on their parole, until called for; and they claim pay for 
three years, to wit, until the end of 1778. Whether thefe were 
foldiers drafted from their regiment, to ferve on board of veflels 
on Lake Champlain, or whether inlifted for that fervice, cannot 
be difcovered ; but probably drafts, and paid as the other troops 
were paid: But if it were otherwife, it is conceived, that their 
claim for pay, while refiding at their own homes, is inadmiffible. 


Petitions for depreciation of pay of perfons, who quitted the military 
Jervice prior to the 10th of April, 1780. 

Eli Elmer. ELI ELMER ftates, that he was a commiffioned officer in the 
army; and 

Jacob Bacon. Jacob Bacon ftates, that he was a furgeon in the navy, and 
that certain circumftances, which are recited at large in their pe- 
titions, con{trained them to relinquifh the fervice prior to the 10th 
of April, 1780, when the depreciation was ftipulated to all per- 
fons then in, or who fhould thereafter be in the fervice. 


by the fentence of a court-martial, the 31ft March, 1780. The 
objects of the petition are, to obtain the depreciation of pay, and 
alfo of certain clothing, which he loft at the time he was taken pri- 
foner by the Indians, in 1777. 

The firft obje&t is comprehended in the general claims for de- 
preciation of pay, and compentation for the fecond, was not fti- 
pulated by Congrefs during the war, and, of courfe; cannot be 
granted by virtue of any exifting law. 

John Bryant ftates, that he was a foldier inlifted for three years, 
and that in January, 1780, being ordered to march to the fouth- 
ward, and not being able to ebtain evidence of the expiration of 
his fervice, he left the army without leave, and was returned as a 
deferter. . . 

As there is no evidence of the defertion being difproved at the 
time, it is unneceflary to make a fruitlefs inquiry at this period, 
when it would be difficult or impoffible to find the neceflary wit- 
nefles. The object of his petition is for pay, which, by the ar- 
rangements of Congrefs, was, at that time, fettled by the ftates, 
and the greateft mafs of which confifted in depreciation. 

I John$.Cunitz, John Sebaftian Cunitz, and others, of Pulafki’s corps, pray for 

| andothers. depreciation, te which, as they were difcharged in the year 1779, 


John Bryant, 


John Spoor. John Spoor ftates, that he was an enfign, difcharged the army 


Oi me 


they are not entitled. One of the petitioners, Jacob Moyer, is 
returned as a deferter. 

John Thomas, as a furgeon’s-mate in the general hofpital, prays John Thomas. 
for depreciation. But as it appears he left the fervice in 1779, his 
petition ought not to be granted. 

Philip Peckham ftates, that he was employed in Rhode-Ifland, Philip Peck- 
by general Sullivan, during 1778, and until 18th June, 1779, in 
building boats, and that neither he nor his fon have been compen- 
fated, in any meafure, adequate to their fervices. 

It appears, however, from recurrence to the Auditor’s-office, 
that the petitioner was paid in full, to November, 1779, in the 
fame manner that other creditors, at that time, were paid; it is 
prefumed his object is to obtain depreciation, which ought not now 
to be granted. 

John Alberfon was a foldier in the Virginia line, and difcharged John Alberfon. 
prior to the roth of April, 1780. 

Patrick Bennett flates, that he was a forage-mafter in the army, Patrick Bennet 

from July, 1778, to the 13th of March, 177-, when he quitted 
the fervice. For this period, he claims depreciation of his pay. 
The fubfcriber, on the 13th of January, 1790, reported on this 
cafe ; a copy of which is with the petition. No new reafons ap- 
pear to induce a change from the opinion then fubmitted. 

The beforementioned refolve of Congrefs, of the roth of April, 
1780, precludes an allowance of the claim for depreciation of pay 
to perfons who quitted the fervice before that period ; and this de- 
cifion has been invariably adhered to, in all fettlements made under 
the immediate authority of the United States. 


The Petitions of Widows and Orphans of Officers and Soldiers, who 
were killed or died in the Service, for Penfions ; their Cafes not 
being provided for by Law. - 

MARIA HARKEMER is the widow of brigadier-general Maria Harke 

Harkemer, of the militia of the ftate of New-York, and who was ™” 

killed in the fervice of his country, in the year 1777. 
The children of Warner Dygert, a captain of militia, faid to The childs 

have been killed by Indians in 1782. Dygert. 
The children of Henry Frank, a militia foldier, faid alfo to have Ms ak, 

been killed by Indians in 1779. Soe ae 
And the children of Nieholas Miller, a militia foldier, faid to The children 

have been killed by the Indians ae heaes 
Pray, feverally, the grant of a penfion of feven years half-pay 

of the perfons reprefented to have been killed. 

The merit of brigadier-general Harkemer, has been generally 
acknowledged, and it is fincerely to be regretted, that no general 

provifion exifted, during the late war, for the families of fuch 

gallant men, whofe lives were facrificed for their country: But 

Congrefs never ftipulated half-pay to militia officers, or to foldiers 

of any defcription ; and it is conceived, that any new law or pro- 

vifion, made for the circumftances of the late war, would occafion 

inextricable embarrafiments. 

Margaret Riker ftates, that fhe is the widew of captain Riker, Margaret 
of colonel Van Cortlandt’s regiment, and that her faid hufband Riker. 
died in a€tual fervice, in April, a 778. The opinion of the fub- 
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fcriber, upon this and other cafes of a fimilar nature, was fubmit- 
ted to Congrefs, on the 21ft of February, 1793, to which he begs 
leave to refer. 

Chriftian George ftates, that fhe is the widow of William 
George, who was failing-mafter of the Sachem floop of war, and 
who died in the fervice of the United States, and fhe prays half- 
pay. Congrefs never having made provifion of this fort for the 
warrant or commiffioned officers of the navy, the petition cannot 
be granted. 

John Howell, of Georgia, ftates, that in the year 1777, he pur- 
chafed a certain quantity of corn flour for the ufe of the continental 
troops; and alfo, that a certain negro man and eight mufkets were 
impreffed ‘by major Lane from the petitioner, for continental ufe, 
and loft entirely afterwards tohim, and for which he has received 
no compenfation. 

It appears by the papers annexed, ‘that the petitioner applied in 
1786, and at fubfequent periods, to the legiflature of Georgia, for 
compenfation, but without effect. ‘The claim is now oppofed by 
the refolve of Congrefs of the 23d of July, 1787. 

john Mathews and Elijah Bodwell ftate, that they refide at Gal- 
fiopolis, northweft of the Ohio, and that after the defeat of the 
troops on the 4th of November, 1791, they were induced to under- 
take the building of a ftockade fort with blockhoufes, prefuming 


that troops would be ordered there as foon as poffible, and that fuch 


work would be rendered neceffary. That troops did arrive on the 
gth of April following, and occupied the blockhoufe, and the fame 
was completed by order of the officer who commanded—that the 
whole expence amounted to eighty-fix pounds feventeen fhillings 
and eight pence, Virginia currency—and that the public officers 
have allowed the petitioners only twenty fix pounds {even fhillings 
and fix pence, on the ground that the works were undertaken with- 
out any previous authcrity. 

The petitioners alfo claim pay for lead and powder, furnithed « a 
party of militia belonging to the place where they are. 

Unlefs the principle which the public officers have obferved on 


this occafion be adhered to, the United States may be plunged into 


debt by any individual whatever, from his own view of fecuring 
himfelf or his friends from danger. The blockhoufe was built in 
the firft inftance probably to fecure the inhabitants. 

The fame meafure is ufually obferved by allthe frontier see) 
who are expofed to Indians—and this has ever been the cafe in new 
fettled countries. , 

Were then the petitioners to be paid for their work which has 
been unauthorized by the authority of the United States, compen- 
fation by the fame rule may be required for all the defences erected 
upon the frontiers by individuals. 

The troops at Galliopolis,: were pofted there folely for the pro- 
tection of the inhabitants. If they occupy a houfe not belonging 


to the public, rent may perhaps be required for it, but to compel 


the United States to purchafe under this view of the cafe, would in- 
volve pernicious confequences. 

The circumftances under which the ammunition was fivneied: 
were alfo too ee tar and unauthorifed to be allowed Er the ie 
ted States. 
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Martha Dow ftates, that her late hufband Lieutenant Dow, was Mutha Dow. 

a deranged officer under the act of Congrefs of the 24th November, 
1778. That the year’s pay to which her hufband was entitled, 
has never been paid, and that the rules of the accounting officers, 

reduce the pay to nine dollars 4 inftead of 384 and 82 cents. 

Upon inveftigation, it appears that the agent of the regiment to 
which Lieutenant Dow belonged, received the year’s pay due him 
as a deranged officer. That it was not called for by the petitioner’s 
hufband, and was finally returned to the paymafter-general, at a time 
when it was greatly depreciated. 

According to the rules adoptedin payments during the war, it 
appears to have been the practice to confider regimental paymatters 
as agents of the regiments, and that any depreciation of the bills 
while on their hands, was to fall upon the individuals to whom it 
was due. In the prefent inftance, as in many others, this rule has 
caufed individuals to loofe a much greater portion of their dues, 
than was occafioned by the actual depreciation, of the bills at the 
time they ought to have been paid. ‘The practice has been fo ex- | tie 
tenfive, and fo many accounts during and fince the war were ad- a e 
jufted by it, that it is difficult or impracticable to fuggeft any reme- | 
dy which fhould operate impartially, and be free from general em- 4) a , 
barraffment. i | 

John Green ftates, that he was a foldier in the Pennfylvania line, Jona Crees 
during the late war, and that he has not received his dues from 
Pennfylvania, owing to his having been transferred to the corps of 
fappers and miners. 

It appears upon examination, that the petitioner has been paid in 
full by the United States, and that the ftate of Pennfylvania has 
charged the depreciation of his pay. He has therefore, no well h 
founded claim. 

Captain Jofeph Mansfield, was an officer in the late army, and Captain Jotepi 
tefigned the 10th of May, 1780, and has been fettled with accord- Mansfeld. 
ingly, having had depreciation on his pay allowed him. But the 
object of his petition appears to be to obtain an allowance of de- 
preciation upon his recruiting account, which cannot be granted 
him confiftently with exifting laws. 

Manus Kean and nineteen other petitioners ftate, that they were Manus Keaw 
or are the legal reprefentatives of others who were foldiers in the 4°": hs 
Jate Pennfylvania line of the army of the United States. oe 

That from a variety of caufes and events, the petitioners or their Me Ue 
conftituents never received the depreciation of their pay from the 
{tate of Pennfylvania. tt ib 

That on the 25th of March, 1786, the legiflature of Pennfylvania i 
paffed an act which limited the time for applications for deprecia- Whi 
tion, which has operated againft the petitioners. ny ! 

That they now apply to have the benefit of the act of Congrefs, 
of the 25th March, 1792. 

On this petition itis to be obferved, ‘ 

Firt—That it appears from an examination, that the ftate of 
Pennfylvania have charged the depreciation * of the petitioners pay 
to the United States. | 
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(Copy) ; *TreasuRY DEPARTMENT, 
Regifters Office, 13th March, 1794. 
I.certify, that I have examined, and find the ftate of Pennfylva- 
nia has charged depreciation on the pay of Michael Walter, Wil- 
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Secondly—That it appears the petitioners have applied without 
effet to the legiflature of Pennfylvania for redrefs. ‘That the opi- 
nion and refolve of the Houfe of Reprefentatives on this fubject, 
are fubjoined to the petition. ; 

Hence it would appear that the commonwealth of Pennfylvania, 
having charged the depreciation in queftion to the United States, 
that the faid ftate only is refponfible to fuch of the petitioners as 
are juftly entitled thereto, unlefs it fhall appear that the petitioners, 
by their non-application, in due feafon, forfeited the fame. 

John Jordan That John Jordan and Thomas Knight, ftate that they ferved in 

and Tomes the navy during the late war, and that certain prize or {mart mo- 

2 ney, is ftill due them. 

This claim, if ever well founded, is now precluded by the refolves 
of limitation ; but had it been otherwife, John Jordan, one of the 
petitioners, would not be entitled to any, as he is an invalid pen- 
fioner, and his proportion, if any, would, agreeably to the act of 
Congrefs of the 26th of Auguft, 1776, be confidered as part of his 
penfion for difability. 

The prizes, however, of which they claim a proportion, were car- 
ried into Denmark, a neutral port, and given upto the Britifh go- 
vernment—of courfe no dividends were made. 

Charles Fierer. That it appears, that Charles Fierer was an officer in the Heffian 
troops captured at Trenton, in 1776, and afterwards being ex- 
changed, he refigned his commiffion in the faid troops, upon the 
exprefs condition, that he fhould not accept of a commiffion in 
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liam Dolton, Robert M‘Quillion, Barney Kean, Samuel Harvey, 
James Brannon, James Jones, Jofeph Taylor, Patrick’Taggart, Sa- 
muel Walker, James Allifon, Francis Shafner, John M‘Gregor, 
John Saylor, John M‘Culloch, David Rees, Michael Engle, John 
Brown, Hugh M‘Cowen and Clement Roberts. 

(Signed) JOSEPH NOURSE, Regifer. 


War DEpARTMENT, 
Accountant’s Office, March i ath, 1794. 
It is hereby certified on examination of the records of the late line 
of Pennfylvania, that Michael Walter,Samuel Walker, James Bran- 
non, James Jones, Patrick Taggart, James Allifon, Francis Shaf- 
ner, John M‘Gregor, John Saylor, and Hugh M‘Cowen, were in 
the faid line, and in fervice of the United States, in January 1781 ; 
that John M‘Culloch was in fervice in Auguft 178e, that David 
Rees was in fervicein December 1780 ; that Robert M‘Quillion, 
and Clement Roberts, are returned de/erted, the 26th Auguft 1780;, 
that of nine perfons of the name of John Brown, who were paid by 
the ftate, four appear to have continued to the end of the war, and 
one difcharged in January, 1781; that William Dolton, and Mi- 
chael Engle, do not appear on the mufters of the Pennfylvania ar- 
tillery ; that Barney Kain was furloughedin March 1780, and does 
not appear afterwards ; that Samuel Harvey is returned fick in | 
July 1780, and does not afterwards appear ; and that Jofeph Tay- 
lor is muftered difcharged the 17th February, 1780, all which ap- 
pears on record in this office. Wes 
(Signed) JOSEPH HOWELL, Accountant. 
True copies from the originals on file inthe War Office. | 
Jno: Stace, junr. Chf Clk. W. D. 
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the army of the United States, to whofe caufe he appears to have 
been greatly attached during his captivity in Virginia. 

That he left the Britith lines, and came to the American army 
in Auguft, 1778, where he obtained letters from the commander 
in chief, to the Prefident of Congrefs. 

That it appears by the refolves of Congrefs of the 3d of Septem- 
ber, 1778, that it was intended to form a corps by name of the 
German volunteers “ to confift of fuch deferters from. the fo- 
reign troops, in the fervice of Great-Britain, as would freely inlift 
therein.” 

Thatit further appears “ that lieutenants Fierer and Kleinfchmidt 
have for the prefent the pay of captains in the fervice of the United 
States, and be empowered to enlift the deferters aforefaid, preferring 
fuch as they can induce to leave the fervice of the enemy ; and that 
captains commitfions be granted them, provided that within three 
months from the faid 3d of September, each hall have inlifted thirty 
men.” 

That on the 5th of December, 1778, this plan was laid afide, 
and the petitioner allowed a month’s pay and fubfiftence, beyond 
what was due as compenfations for his extra expenfes in equip- 
ping himfelf. . 

That the petitioner ftates, that after having ferved fome time with 
Pulafki’s legion in the fouthern army as a volunteer, he was ap- 
pointed and received a commiffion as captain of horfe on the efta- 
blifhment of the ftate of Virginia, and that the men of this troop 
were incorporated with the continental corps. 

That by an unfortunate fall from his horfe, in the exercife of his 
military duty he was rendered a cripple, and by permiffion fuffered 
to retire in order to recover his health, which although not fuccefs- 
ful, he continued rendering fuch fervice, during the war, as the 
nature of his difability would permit. 

That it appears, as well from the petitioner’s ftatement, and cer- 
tain certificates, accompanying the petition, that he has fuffered ir- 
reparably in his health, by the fall from his horfe before ftated, the 
confifcation of his eftate in his own country, probably in confequence 
of joining the American army : He therefore prays, from the fin- 
gularity and hardfhip of his cafe, that he may be allowed half pay 
as acaptain of cavalry, or fuch other compenfation for his fervices, 
wounds, lofs of health and property, as to the wifdom of Congrefs 
fhall feem meet. 

It appears upon a full examination of this cafe, that there are 
circumftances involved therein, which merit particular confidera- 
tion. 

Firft. That the petitioner’s leaving the fervice of the enemy, 
and joining our army, would appearto have been materially occa- 
fioned as well from a regard to the view of the fubjeét held forth by 
the refolves of Congrefs of the 14th and 28th of Auguit, 1776, as 
a conviction of the juftice of our caufe. 

Secondly. That the petitioner was greatly difappointed and fruf- 
trated in his hopes of rank and promotion, in the non-profecution 
of the German corps, originated by the refolves of Congrefs of the 
3d of September, 1778. : 

Thirdly. That it is alledged the hernia and lofs of health with 
which the petitioner is afflicted, was occafioned in the fervice of the 
United States. 
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Fourthly. That by the conduét of the petitioner in attaching 
himfelf to the fervice of the United States, he a€tually has been de- 
prived of a property, the value of which probably was confiderable. 

It would appear that the petitioner has been compenfated by the 
ftate of Virginia, for the depreciation of his pay while in the caval- 
ry of that ftate. 

It would alfo appear that the predicament in which circumf{tances 
placed the petitioner, to wit, that of being a State Officer, preclude 
the gratification of half pay which he requefts. Such a precedent 
for any caufe would be attended with very evil confequences. 

But it is conceived that the petitioner’s peculiar fituation would 
juftify andindeed claim a compenfation for the lofs of his health 
and eftate, by his attachment and fervices to the United States. 

If indeed the petitioner could prove his rupture to have been oc- 
cafioned by his fervices, it is conceived that he would be entitled to 
be placed on the invalid lift, in purfuance of the act to regulate 
claims to invalid penfions. But the nature of the cafe, and the dif- 
perfion of evidences being confidered, it is doubtful whether the 
proof required by the faid aét could be produced. It would there- 
fore feem to become a queftion proper for confideration, whether 
the dignity and juftice of the nation do not require the {pecial in- 
terpofition of Congrefs in favor of the petitioner. 

cha!” ‘That Captain Charles Ewell reprefents, that being a captain of 
; Colonel Gibfon’s ftate regiment of Virginia, he performed feveral 
fervices which are mentioned in his memorial, for which he never 

received proper or adequate compenfation. eae 

It appears upon enquiry, that the memorialift has been fettled 
with by the ftate of Virginia, as follows : : 

Firft. From the 8th of February, 1777, to the 24th July, 1781, 
as a Lieutenant, and as a Captain, the balance of which amounted 

to five hundred and twenty three pounds, eight fhillings and fix 
pence, Virginia currency. 

Second. For fervices in the year 178r, not fpecified in the return 
other than as captain, the fum of one hundred and feven pounds. 

The memorialift has alfo been fettled with by the United States 
for pay from the 4th of May, tothe ath of December, 1781, as de- 

~—puty commiffary of prifoners. It would therefore feem that he had 
three fettlements and allowances for one term of fervice. It is not 
perceived that he has any other claim requiring the fpecial interpo- 
_ fition of Congrefs. 
LewisI.Cotti- "That Lewis I. Coftigin fates, that he was an officer in the New- 
fe Jerfey linein the late war. 

That he wasa prifoner and carried into New York, and detained 
a prifoner more, than three years. - 

That after he was exchanged, he, at the requeft of fome Ameri- 
can officers, continued within the lines for the purpofe of tranf- 
mitting fecret intelligence to the American army. 

‘That at great expence and rifque of his life he did tranfmit im- 
portant information. . 

That in the purfuit of this bufinefs he loft his rank in the Ame- 
rican army, and alfo the depreciation of his pay. That he alfo was 
fubject to confiderable expences incident to his fituation : for thefe 
he produces the fhetch of an account amounting to four hundred 
and one dollars. | ! 
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A report * was before made upon this cafe, on the 28th of June, eB Bat pe ae 
#790, which is on the files of the Houfe of Reprefentatives. Wi care 
Luther Baldwin ftates, that he was employed to obtain intelli- Luther Bald- WD BAG Sra aga 


win, ah a ae 
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gence from the city of New-York, and for which he has not been 
compenfated. The fervices of both the above petitioners are efta- see 
blithed in an authentic manner: But it is conceived that their ait! Ge Po A 
claims are precluded by the exifting laws. ‘The nature of the fer- ie Dees techie! hese e 
vice on which they were employed was extremely hazardous, and 
ought always, when faithfully performed, to be rewarded in a moft 
ample manner. That the petitioners received fome compenfation Na Derystes raeie rs 
at the time, can hardly be doubted, but moit probably it was but’ ML) Baste Skt ters 
little, and utterly inadequate to the rifque. 
But all the circumftances of the diftance of time at which the | ia 
fervices were performed, and the conftant exiftence of an opportu- | | 
nity of addrefling the Congrefles under the confederation being duly i ; 
confidered, it is queftionable whether it is now incumbent on the WG 5 
the United States to pafs a particular law in favor of the petitioners. ‘ihe 
Albert Ruffel ftates, that owing to a miftake he was confidered Alert Ruffa. | as eae 
by the continental commiflioners in Virginia as a deranged officer, . i eee dake Soe 
and confequently was refufed certificates for any fervices rendered ih eres 
after the period to which deranged officers were entitled to pay. 
He therefore prays the balance to be afcertained and paid to him. : 
It appears on inveftigation of this claim, that the petitioner has 
been paid to the firft of January 1783. , 
It alfo appears that the full proportion of fubalterns + retained 
in the Virginia line have alfo been paid after that period. 


* Copy of the report of the Secretary of War, on the petition of Lewis I. 
 Coftigin, Fune 28th, 1790- 

That Lewis I. Coftigin ftates, that he was an officer in the New- 
Jerfey line, and taken prifoner in the month of January 1777, and 
exchanged in September 1778: That after he was exchanged at the 
folicitation of Lord Stirling and Colonel Ogden, he continued 
within the city of New-York, for the exprefs purpofe of procuring 
and communicating fuch information as would advance the intereft 
of the United States. 

hatin the purfuit of the faid obje&, the expences for his board, 
and procuring intelligence after his exchange, amounted to two 
hundred and ninety four dollars and an half. 

That he was deranged and loft the depreciation of his pay while 
a prifoner. . 

On this petition the Secretary of War obferves, that although 
the nature of the fervice performed by the petitioner is certified, yet 
it does not appear by any evidence produced, that he was not com- 
penfated according to any ftipulations made at the time. Befides 
which, the claim at this period is excluded by the refolve of the 2d 
November, 1785. ie 

True copy, 
Jno: Stace, jun. Caf. Clk. W. D. 


+ Lieutenants of the Virginia line, who have been fettled with, for 
‘the year 1783,—the following fuppofed to be ift regiment. 
Samuel Bafkerville, 
Jacob R. Brown, 
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It is to be obferved that the certificates produced by the petitioner 
would feem to prove that he was in fervice until the 8th of September, 


1783, at the point of Fork, on James River, in Virginia. 


He alfo produces certificates to fhew that he was arranged in the 


place of lieutenant Laurence Harrifon.. 


But the evidence of thefe certificates is oppofed by official returns 
and arrangements in the war office, by which it would appear that 
both lieutenants Harrifon and Albert Ruflel were deranged on the 


firft of January, 1783. , 


It alfo appears, that the arrangement on file in this office, was 


by a board of officers, by order of general Muhlenberg, and con- 


firmed by the governor of Virginia, by advice of council, 7th of 


March, 1783. 
Hence the queftion arifes, whether the certificates of fervice, pro- 
duced by the petitioner, are to have a greater weight than the of- 


Archibald Campbell, 

Thomas Coverly, 

Edmund Clark, 

William Efkridge, . 

John Hackley, 

John Heth, 

John W. Ludeman, and aid-de-camp, 
Benjamin Lawfon, 

Thomas Miller, 

David Walker, 

George A. Washington, and aid-de-camp, 
Thomas Martin, 

Charles Stokely, 

Lieutenants in Col. Gibfon’s detachment, 
John Harrifon, , 
Jacob Springer, 

Jofeph Winlock, 
John Mills, 

Lieutenants in Col. Pofey’s detachment, 
Robert Brackenridge, 

Nathaniel Darby, 
Jofeph Conway, 
Javan Miller, 

(Signed) * JOSEPH HOWELL, Acct. 
Accountant’s-Office, March 8th, 1794. 
The Sec’ry of War. 


By the return of the sft regiment of Virginia, for 1783, it ap- 
pears, that lieutenants James Hamilton, James Morton, and Mat- 
thew Clay, were arranged to that year, but requefted to retire— 
their requeft was complied with. Lieutenants Bafkerville, Hackley, 
and Lawfon, were fettled with for that year; it may be prefumed 
they took the places of the former. Lieutenants Brackenridge, 
Darby, Conway, and Miller, who were arranged to the 1ft regi- 
ment, appear to have joined colonel Pofey’s detachment, which, 
with colonel Gibfon’s detachment, compofed the greater part of ' 
the line, at leaft it fo appears from the fettlements made. 
(Signed) JOSEPH HOWELL. 

March 8th, 1794. 
True Copy from the Original, 
Jno: Stace, junr. Chf Clk. W. D. 
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ficial returns aforefaid, which would appear to have governed in 
the fettlement and payment of the officers? To this queftion, there 
can be no difficulty in anfwering, that the official returns, having 
been made under circumftances of greater folemnity, and having 
had their full operation, are to be confidered as the mott authentic, 
and therefore to be adhered to. 

But if this opinion fhould be judged to be ill founded, it would 
be neceflary to provide fpecially for the pay of Lieutenant Albert 
Ruffel, from the firft of January to the third day of November, 

1783. 

That Lieutenant Charles Weifenfels ftates, that in the year 1777, Lieutenant 
he advanced certain menies for recruiting, amounting to twelve Charles Weit 
pounds. ‘That for the reafons contained in his petition, he has” ~ 
been unable to produce evidence of the advancement aforefaid, un- 
til the prefent time. | 

The accounts of the petitioner for recruiting in the years 1777 
and 1779 were finally clofed on the 28th day of March, 1786. Had 
this claim been brought forward and proved, it would have been 
allowed : But it is now foreclofed. 

That Jonas Stevens ftates, that he being a private in the fixth Jonas Stevens. 
Maflachufetts regiment, was on the 3d of February, 1780, wounded 
and made a prifoner, and detained as fuch until the 20th of Decem- 
ber following. That the arms and accoutrements he had at the 
time he was made prifoner, were his own property. 

Tf the petitioner can prove the facts fet forth in his petition as to 
his captivity, he would be entitled to a fettlement without any {pe- 
cial act of Congrefs: But any compenfation for his arms and ac- 
coutrements are precluded, even if he could, which is much doubt- 
ed, prove that they were his own property. 

Nicholas Hoffman ftates, that in January 1781, being a foldier in Nicholas Hof. 

the toth Pennfylvania regiment, Colonel Humpton difcharged him, "™™ 
as being rendered unfit for fervice by old age and other infirmities, 
and recommended him to the ftate of Pennfylvania, for half pay for 
life. 
That he however did not apply for a penfion until now, when 
he is conftrained thereto by neceffity. 

Whether the petitioner ever applied to the ftate of Pennfylvania, 
is unknown, but it is conceived, that if he is entitled to a penfion, 
that he muft produce the proofs required by the exifting a& for 
that purpofe. 

That the children of John Miller, alledged to have been killed The children of 
by the Indians in 1781, on the frontiers of New-York, pinion 
a penfion. 

It appears, that the petitioners’ father was a foldier of militia, 
but whether in actual fervice, is not afcertained ; but, in any cafe, 
they have no claim upon the United States, by virtue of any ftipu- 
lations made by Congrefs during the war. 


In reviewing the fcenes of human mifery, expofed, in thefe pe- 
titions, to the eye of Congrefs, the fighs of humanity mutt be ex- 
cited at the limitations of benevolence impofed by difcretion, and 
an obfervance of the exifting laws. For although the petitioners, 
generally, may not have claims io the rigid juftice of their coun- 
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I try, yet, in too many inftances, according to their own ftatements, 
N| they are the real objects of its charity. 

{| All which is humbly fubmitted to the Houje of Reprefentativese 

atin ah. Nyala, 


Secretary of War. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
17th March, 1794. 
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The Secretary for the department of War, to 


whom were referred the petitions herein enumerated, with inftruc- 
tions to examine the fame, and report bis opinion thereon, refpectfully 


Ro di; Pre Bhasin, 


N baa BENNET and Abraham Sutton ftate, that they ferved 


as foldiers in Colonel Lee’s legion. 
That the certificates for their fervices were delivered to John 


White, deceafed, late commiflioner for the ftate of Maryland ; but 
that the petitioners have never been able to receive the fame, al- 
though they have been cancelled at the Treafury. ‘They therefore 


apply for other certificates. 
It is conceived from enquiry that the eftate of the faid John 


White, has been benefited by the petitioners certificates, and that it 
therefore ought to be refponfible to the petitioners. That if, how- 
ever, it fhould prove otherwife, that the United States ought to renew 
the certificates juftly the due of the petitioners. 

Haffield White, a captain of the 5th Maffachufett’s regiment, in 
the year 1777, {tates upon oath, that in an aétion he loft 250 dol- 
lars, belonging to his company, for which he has never been com- 
penfated. 

It would feem that the firft time this claim was produced, was the 
6th of July, 1786, within the time allowed by refolve of limitation 
of the 2d November, 1785, and that therefore it is to be confidered 
according to its merits. 

‘The diltance of time between the alledged lofs, and fubftantiat- 
ing the claim, tends to leffen, ina degree, the obligation of the pub- 
lic to make it good. 

But claims of this fort were during the war made good, upon 
the general principle contained in a report upon a fimilar cafe of 
captain Jonathan Hafkill to the Houfe of Reprefentatives, on the — 
15th of February, 1793, to which the fubfcriber begs leave to refer. 


All which is humbly fubmitted to the Houfe of Reprefentatives. 


H. KNOX, 
Secretary of War. 


John Bennet and 
Abraham Sutton 


Haffield White. 
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War DEPARTMENT, 
17th March, 1794- 
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